Week 1

Anxious Students Gain on Tests by Writing About Fears
19 January 2011 
This is the VOA Special English Education Report. 
Some students get so nervous before a test, they do poorly even if they know the material. Sian Beilock, a psychology professor at the University of Chicago in Illinois, has studied these highly anxious test-takers. 
SIAN BEILOCK: "They start worrying about the consequences. They might even start worrying about whether this exam is going to prevent them from getting into the college they want. And when we worry, it actually uses up attention and memory resources. I talk about it as your cognitive horsepower that you could otherwise be using to focus on the exam." 
Professor Beilock and another researcher, Gerardo Ramirez, have developed a possible solution. Just before an exam, highly anxious test-takers spend ten minutes writing about their worries about the test. 
SIAN BEILOCK: "What we think happens is when students put it down on paper, they think about the worst that could happen and they reappraise the situation. They might realize it's not as bad as they might think it was before and, in essence, it prevents these thoughts from popping up -- from ruminating -- when they're actually taking a test." 
The researchers tested the idea on a group of twenty anxious college students. They gave them two short math tests. After the first one, they asked the students to either sit quietly or write about their feelings about the upcoming second test. 
The researchers added to the pressure. They told the students that those who did well on the second test would get money. They also told them that their performance would affect other students as part of a team effort. 
Professor Beilock says those who sat quietly scored an average of twelve percent worse on the second test. But the students who had written about their fears improved their performance by an average of five percent. 
Next, the researchers used younger students in a biology class. They told them before final exams either to write about their feelings or to think about things unrelated to the test. 
Professor Beilock says highly anxious students who did the writing got an average grade of B+, compared to a B- for those who did not. 
SIAN BEILOCK: "What we showed is that for students who are highly test-anxious, who'd done our writing intervention, all of a sudden there was no relationship between test anxiety and performance. Those students most prone to worry were performing just as well as their classmates who don't normally get nervous in these testing situations." 
But what if students do not have a chance to write about their fears immediately before an exam or presentation? Professor Beilock says students can try it themselves at home or in the library and still improve their performance. 
The researchers wrote about their findings in the journal Science. 
And that's the VOA Special English Education Report. Tell us if this writing intervention works for you. Or tell us how you deal with anxiety before a big event. Share your comments at voaspecialenglish.com or on Facebook and Twitter at VOA Learning English. You can also find us on YouTube and iTunes at VOA Learning English. I'm Steve Ember.
Keys:

A: １.C    2.C     3.A

B:

1. Just before an exam, highly anxious test-takers spend ten minutes writing about their worries about the test. 
 2. They told them before final exams either to write about their feelings or to think about things unrelated to the test. 

C: the worst        prevents        two short math tests
  sit quietly         the pressure        get money
Week 2

2000 Years of Computing History, at a Museum in California

30 January 2011 
This is the VOA Special English Technology Report. 
Silicon Valley in Northern California is home to many of the world’s largest technology companies. These include Apple, Google, Oracle, Intel, Cisco Systems and Hewlett-Packard. 
The valley is also home to the Computer History Museum in Mountain View. It reopened last month after nineteen million dollars worth of improvements. The project took nearly two years. 
One of the additions is a permanent exhibit called "Revolution: The First 2000 Years of Computing." 
Alex Bochannek is a curator at the museum. Mr. Bochannek says the new exhibit tells the story of more than one thousand historical objects. 
ALEX BOCHANNEK: "Some of the oldest items are actually not computers. They are devices that helped people calculate. And the first object people see walking into the exhibit is an abacus from the eighteen hundreds. Because the abacus is a daily-use device made from wood, few of them have survived.” 
Mr. Bochannek says people have the chance to handle some of the objects in the exhibit. He says one of the more popular items is a portable computer from nineteen eighty-one. 
ALEX BOCHANNEK: “We think of portable computers today as laptops. But the Osborne One was about the size of a sewing machine and weighed twenty-four pounds. So, just being able to pick one of those up will help our visitors understand how difficult portability was about thirty years ago.” 
Visitors to the Computer History Museum can also see parts of one of the earliest large-scale electronic computing devices. The ENIAC or Electronic Numerical Integrator and Computer was designed during World War Two. 
There are also pieces from the guidance computer that was used during the Apollo space missions. 
Mr. Bochannek says the "Revolution" exhibit is about more than the history of modern computing. He says it tells a much larger story about how these developments have affected society and culture, especially in recent years. 
ALEX BOCHANNEK: "The revolution to most people is that computers today are ubiquitous. They’re everywhere. If you are crossing at a traffic light, there probably is a computer controlling that traffic light. It’s not just the laptop or your smartphone that has a computer in it, but they surround us, and in some cases are even inside us. Like the cardiac pacemaker, one of which we show on the exhibition as well." 
The Computer History Museum plans to launch an online version of the exhibit in March. The museum has one hundred thousand items in its complete collection. Only two percent of them are currently on display. But officials say seventy-five percent of the items will be viewable online. 
And that's the VOA Special English Technology Report, written by June Simms. Tell us about your interests at voaspecialenglish.com. I'm Christopher Cruise.
Keys:

A: １.F　　２.Ｔ　　３.Ｆ　　４.Ｔ　　５.Ｔ

B:　１.Ｂ　　　２.Ｄ

C: laptops           sewing machine        electronic computing devices
Guidance          a much larger story      society and culture
Week 3

Bags Help Farmers Protect Harvests From Air and Insects 

31 January 2011 
This is the VOA Special English Agriculture Report. 
Airtight plastic bags can help farmers protect their harvests without the use of harmful chemicals. These bags are designed to keep air out of crops in storage. They are a simple way to fight insects and keep food fresh. 
Ten countries in West and Central Africa are involved in a project to improve the storage of cowpeas, also known as black-eyed peas. 
Farmers can lose much of the harvest to insects called bruchids. These grow from egg to adult in a few weeks and then lay forty to sixty more eggs. They can destroy the whole harvest within months. 
Farmers can sell their crop immediately. But selling at harvest time means more competition and lower prices. Or they can use pesticides to kill the bugs. But crop scientist Dieudonne Baributsa says that is also risky. 
DIEUDONNE BARIBUTSA: "They end up misusing or overusing the pesticide. In Nigeria, they have reported a lot of cases of death. They usually call it in Nigeria 'killer beans.'" 
Mr. Baributsa is a researcher at Purdue University in the American state of Indiana. The project is called PICS, for Purdue Improved Cowpea Storage. 
Mr. Baributsa says the storage bags are thick enough that any insects already in the cowpeas will die from a lack of oxygen. The lack of air will also help prevent the growth of bacteria and fungi that can ruin the harvest. 
DIEUDONNE BARIBUTSA: "If you go in the market in Africa, you find those bags with a small liner inside, like if you buy sugar and so on. Those are low density, so they are very permeable to oxygen. So if you put your cowpeas in there, they will be destroyed because the insects will still access the air." 
The bags cost about two dollars each. Mr. Baributsa says that is not much, especially if it means farmers can wait long enough to get a better price for their crop. 
The bags are produced locally. Donors currently support the project, but the groups involved are working to build a lasting market for the bags. 
DIEUDONNE BARIBUTSA: "With many development projects, what [you do is], you go in the village and you give the farmers the bags. And then once the project ends, that farmer cannot find the bag on the market. We feel like that is not a sustainable approach to development." 
The bags are being advertised by radio and mobile phone videos in local languages. 
The project includes Nigeria, Niger, Burkina Faso, Ghana and Mali. The other countries are Senegal, Cameroon, Benin, Togo and Chad. 
A company based in the United States called GrainPro makes another kind of airtight bag. These are called SuperGrainbags. Phil Villers, the company president, says safely storing a harvest not only earns more money for farmers. It also reduces the amount of food lost to insects, spoilage and mishandling. 
PHIL VILLERS: "What does not get wasted and eaten means it is available to feed a hungry world." 
And that's the VOA Special English Agriculture Report. To see what the PICS bag looks like, go to voaspecialenglish.com, where you can also find transcripts and MP3s of our reports. I’m Bob Doughty.
Keys:

A: １.F　　２.F　　３.T　　４.F　　５.F

B:　１.A　　　２.A

C:  protect their harvests        in storage        keep food fresh
are involved in        egg          destroy
Week 4

Looking for Answers to Rising Coffee Prices
10 February 2011 
This is the VOA Special English Economics Report. 
Food prices are at their highest level since the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization began keeping records in nineteen ninety. The causes include bad weather and growing demand. Some experts also blame the use of food crops to make fuel. 
But higher food prices are not always the result of limited supplies. 
Coffee prices have jumped almost fifty percent in six months. Prices have reached a thirteen-year high. Yet growers expect their current crop to be almost ten percent bigger than the last one. 
JM Smucker is an American company known for its jellies and fruit spreads. But Smucker also owns Folgers, America’s top-selling packaged coffee. And it owns Dunkin’ Donuts, which sells coffee to wash down the doughnuts at its stores. 
On Tuesday, Smucker said it would raise the prices of its coffee products by an average of ten percent. It said the increase is driven by the higher prices for coffee beans. 
Experts say coffee prices are rising mainly because people are willing to pay more. Coffee sellers like Mark Warmuth say tastes are changing and more people want a good cup of coffee. 
MARK WARMUTH: "There’s no right or wrong answer with regard to ‘What’s a good cup of coffee?’ A lot of it has to do with personal preference or taste." 
Mark Warmuth owns the M.E. Swing Coffee Company in Alexandria, Virginia, near Washington. He says big coffee sellers like Starbucks help his business by building a base of customers who want something better. 
MARK WARMUTH: “They’re seeking something that would be better than what they can buy at Starbucks. They’re seeking out smaller, boutique, artisan, craft coffee roasters, which I consider us to be, a boutique coffee roasting company. What we can do is source better quality beans and supply them at a fresher level because we’re smaller and we can cater to the smaller metro area. That helps us compete with bigger companies.” 
Yet Mr. Warmuth can thank those bigger companies like Starbucks for spreading the idea of coffee as an affordable luxury. The thinking goes that during hard times, people might not go on a trip but they might be willing to pay extra for good coffee. 
The company supplies restaurants and other businesses, but also has a store in Washington near the White House. Customers pay thirteen dollars for less than half a kilogram of beans -- about double the price of other brands. 
Greater demand for high-quality coffee has helped drive coffee prices higher. That includes greater demand among Brazilians. Brazil is the world's largest exporter of coffee. 
People in India are also drinking more coffee. Starbucks just announced plans to enter that market in a deal with India's Tata Coffee company. 
And that's the VOA Special English Economics Report, written by Mario Ritter. I'm Steve Ember.
Keys:

A: １.D    2.C     3.B

B:

1. "There’s no right or wrong answer with regard to ‘What’s a good cup of coffee?’ A lot of it has to do with personal preference or taste."  
 2. Big coffee sellers like Starbucks help his business by building a base of customers who want something better. 
C: would be better        bigger companies        affordable
   hard times        a store          other brands
(缺少原文)

Week 5

1: observing    2: temporary    3: banned    4: restrictions     5: investigation
6: protesters    7: unemployment 8: currently 9: influence      10: injustice
11: presidential 12: resistance   13: abusive 14: exception    15: corruption
16: mainly to 17: summit 18: investment 19: major priority 20: the Arab soul is broken
21：大赦 22：即将 23：大体与政治不相干 24：以国花命名

Week 6

1: nuts similar to chestnuts   2: Plains      3: eighteen eighty-nine      4: cheated
5: religion                6: religion.    7: bravery            8: volunteered 

9: Eighteen Twelve.        10: represents   11: independent    12: battling 

13: colony's              14: shield        15: ancient
16: was once an area where cattle were transported east. And where there are cattle, there are men -- and now women -- to move them. So Wyoming is the Cowboy State.

Week 7

11. M: Before we play again, I’m going to buy a good tennis racket. 　　

W: Your shoes aren’t in very good shape, either. 　　

Q: What does the woman imply? 　　选[C]。

12. M: Have you found a partner to work with on biology? The lab class is tomorrow. 　　

W: To tell you the truth, I’ve been tied up with my chemistry course this week. 　　

Q: What can be inferred about the woman? 　　选[B]。
13. M: Make thirty copies for me and twenty copies for Mr. Brown. 　　

W: Certainly, Sir. As soon as I finish typing the letter. 　　

Q: What is the probable relationship between the two speakers?　 　　选[C]。
14. W: It must be the first time for you to be aboard a warship. 　　

M: Don’t you know that I’ve been in military service in the Navy for years? 　　

Q: What can we say about the man? 　　选[D]。
15. W: How did your interview go? 　　

M: I couldn’t feel worse about it. The questions were very fair but I seemed to find no answers for all of them. 　　

Q: How does the man feel about the interview? 　　选[B]。
16. M: I can’t find my lunch box anywhere. 　　

W: Never mind. I’ll treat you today. 　　

Q: What do we learn from this conversation? 　　选[C]。
17. M: Wasn’t it terrific? 　　

W: Well, the music was enjoyable, but the story didn’t make much sense to me. I still prefer traditional drama with strong characters and an exciting plot. 　　

Q: What does the woman think of the play? 　　选[C]。
18. W: Where have you been all this time? The train is about to leave! 　　

M: Sorry I’m late, but I was waiting for you at the information desk upstairs. It’s lucky I thought to look for you here on the platform. 　　

Q: Where did the man think they were supposed to meet? 　　选[D]。
Conversation One 　　

W: Excuse me, are you going to buy that book? 　　

M: Well, I need it for a class but it’s awfully expensive. 　

W: Oh, we must be in the same class. Introduction to British Literature? 　　

M: Yes, that’s the one. Were you there yesterday for the first class? 

W: I sure was. Professor Robert really seems to know his subject. 　　

M: Yes, I took his Shakespeare course last semester and it was very good. He likes listening to his students. 　

W: That’s a relief. I’m a biology major and I was a little uncertain about taking an English course. 　　

M: I’m an English major and this is a required course. But now I’m in trouble because I’m not sure I can afford this book. 　　

W: Hey, I’ve got an idea. Why don’t we split the cost and share the book? 　

M: Sounds great. Do you live on campus? 　　

W: Yeah, I live on the 10th floor of Butler Hall. 　

M: Perfect. I live on the 3rd floor of Butler. We should have no trouble sharing the book. I can bring it up to your room right after I wrap up the assignment. 　　

W: It’s a deal. 　　

Questions 19 to 21 are based on the conversation you have just heard. 　　

19. Where is the conversation most probably taking place? 　　选[A]。
20. Which class are the man and the woman taking together? 　　选[C]。
21. What does the man think about Professor Robert? 　　选[D]。
Conversation Two 　　

M: You should have seen the line at the housing office. It took me an hour to make my dormitory deposit for next year. Have you made yours yet? 　　

W: No, I’m not sure I’m going to. 　　

M: There’s not much time left. The deadline’s May 1. That is just two weeks from now. Are you short of cash? 　　

W: No, I’m Okay. 

M: You’d better hurry up if you want a dorm room next September. There aren’t enough rooms for every one, and first year students have priority. 　　

W: Well, I’ve been thinking about living off campus. 　　

M: Have you any idea of how much that would cost? There is the rent, utilities, and you’d probably need a car. 　　

W: I know it would be more expensive. I think I can handle it though. The dorm is just so noisy that I can’t get anything done. Maybe my grades would be better if I had some peace and quiet in a place of my own. 　　

M: You should study in the library the way I do. Think of the money you’d save. 　

W: I’ve got to think it over some more. There’s still two weeks left in April. 　　

Questions 22 to 25 are based on the conversation you have just heard. 　　

22. What are the speakers discussing? 　　选[B]。
23. What must a person do in order to live in a university house? 　　选[A]。
24. Where do the two speakers live now? 　　选[A]。
25. What does the man seem to be concerned about? 　　选[D]。
Passage One 　　 
When you turn on the radio, you hear an advertisement. When you watch television, you hear and see an advertisement. If you turn the pages of a newspaper or magazine, again you find an advertisement. If you walk down the street, you see one advertising board after another. All day, every day, people who want to sell you something competent to catch your attention. As a result, advertisements are almost everywhere. In the West, advertisements are the fuel that makes mass media work. The government does not give money to mass media such as TV stations, newspapers, magazines and radio stations. They are all owned privately. So where does the money come from? From advertisements. Without advertisements, there would not be these private businesses. 　

Have you ever asked yourself what advertising is? Through the years, people have given different answers to the question. For some time it was felt that advertising was a means of “keeping your name before the public.” And some people thought that advertising was “truth well told.” Now more and more people describe it in this way： Advertising is the paid, non-personal, and usually persuasive description of goods, services and ideas through various media. 　　

All advertisements try to make people believe that the product, idea, or service advertised can do well to them. Advertisements exist everywhere in our lives. 　　

Questions 26 to 28 are based on the passage you have just heard. 　　

26. What is the passage mainly about? 　　选[D]。
27. What’s the financial source of the privately owned mass media? 　　选[C]。
28. According to the passage, what is one of the features of advertisements? 选[B]。
Passage Two 　　

Officials at the Olympic Games taking place in Salt Lake City, Utah, say they have met their environmental goals. However, environmental groups say the Salt Lake Olympic Games have done permanent harm to the area. Protection of the environment is now officially one of the three goals of the Olympic movement. The other two goals are sports and culture. Today, many cities seeking to hold the Olympic Games promise to offer greater protection for the environment. However, an environmental group says that the Salt Lake Olympic Committee make promises that it has not kept. For example, activists criticize ski jumps that were built into the sides of the mountains. They also criticize the officials for permitting trees to be cut down and new roads built for the Olympic Games. They said better public transportation is needed to help decrease air pollution during the Games. And they said not enough has been done to reduce energy use. Lawyers say the Olympics are being used as an excuse to permit development that normally would be unacceptable under the current environmental laws. 　　

Questions 29 to 31 are based on the passage you have just heard. 　　

29. What do the environmental groups think of the Salt Lake Olympic Games?  [D]。
30. Which is not a goal of the Olympic movement? 　　[C]。
31. According to the environmental groups what is needed to decrease air-pollution during the Games?     [B]。
Passage Three 　　

Diet, diet, diet! It gets to be a constant battle for many of us to stay fit and healthy. But diets don’t always allow us to learn new eating habits, improve our self-image, or make lifestyle changes. Developing good eating habits and proper exercise is a permanent issue. And it’s the main topic of this workshop. 　　

In order to keep a healthy diet and minimize the risk of disease, it’s essential to eat a diet that consists of low fat foods and to maximize energy with carbohydrates. Beef, nuts, oils, and most dairy products are rich in fat, so you should eat less of those; while pastry, rice, potatoes, and bread contain almost no fat and are a high energy source of complex carbohydrates. You know that many food manufactures use sugar to make low fat or fat free foods taste good, but don’t worry too much about that. You don’t necessarily “get fat” by eating sugar, since sugar is an indirect fat. 

When you exercise, carbohydrates are the first calories to burn, if you want to burn off fat, it’s good to do some sort of aerobic exercise such as biking, swimming, running, or fast walking. But you have to keep doing this exercise for at least twenty minutes because it takes about that long before we start to burn fat. And then the effect of burning fat decreases after forty-five minutes of exercise. So if you do some sort of aerobic exercise for three to four days a week for about thirty to forty minutes, you’ll have an affective schedule for reducing weight.

Questions 32 to 35 are based on the passage you have just heard. 　　

32. What is the main topic of this talk? 　　选[D]。
33. According to the speaker, which will burn most quickly with exercise? 　选[B]。
34. According to the speaker, what is the most effective exercise time schedule for reducing weight? 　　选[D]。
35. What does the speaker say is burned at the beginning of exercise? 　　选[A]。
36.choose  　     37.variety        38.tradition         39.throughout　　
40.immigrants     41.experienced　　 42.overseas　　    43.enroll    

44.Most of these institutions provide preparation courses for students who need to improve their English before they start university study 　　

45.they are the most common type of courses taken by overseas students 　　

46.the chance to get to know the school where they will be studying and become more familiar with the American academic environment 　　

Week 8

1: computer-networking    2: launched     3: effort   4: financial    5: dependent upon
6: intensive      7: Certified Networking Academy.     8: professionals  9：rate
10：majority    11：are meant to    12：So there's a recommendation that they target at least thirty percent female enrollment."

13：Cisco-certified   14：lasts     15：attend      16：网络真正的构造      17：与任何事情都息息相关

Week 9

1: hunger rate 2: poverty 3: Institute 4: Ms. 5: depressing 6:crowded 7: surplus
8: estimated 9: worldwide 10: creative 

11: I think there are a lot of lessons that we in the Western world can learn from Africa
12: applicable 13: storage 14: devote 15: losses 16: they can survive heat and drought conditions
17: written    18：营养不良 19：考虑到

Week 10

A Fatter World, Yet Fewer Cases of High Blood Pressure

This is the VOA Special English Health Report.
Last week a study of one hundred ninety-nine countries and territories confirmed what many people may have already noticed. People around the world are getting fatter. The study found that obesity has almost doubled since nineteen eighty.
Majid Ezzati at Imperial College London led the research team. He says the results show that obesity, high blood pressure and high cholesterol are no longer just found in wealthy nations. These are now worldwide problems.
The study appeared in the Lancet. It shows that in two thousand eight, almost ten percent of men were obese. That was up from about five percent in nineteen eighty. That same year, almost eight percent of women were obese. By two thousand eight, the rate of obesity among women was almost fourteen percent.
Obesity is commonly measured by body mass index, or BMI. This is a measure of a person's weight in relation to height. A person with a BMI of twenty-five to twenty-nine is considered overweight. The World Health Organization defines obesity as a body mass index of thirty or more.
Pacific island nations have an average BMI of around thirty-five -- the highest in the world.
But the study found that the United States had the single highest average among wealthy countries. Men and women had an average BMI of over twenty-eight. New Zealand was next. Japan had the lowest, at about twenty-two for women and twenty-four for men.
The report had some good news, however, about high blood pressure,. The percentage of people with this major cause of heart attacks and strokes has fallen since nineteen eighty. Dr. Ezzati credits improved testing and treatment in wealthy countries. He says a decrease in the use of salt and unhealthful fats probably also helped.
In the United States, new guidelines urge Americans to reduce salt, sugar and fatty meats and to eat more fish and whole grains. People are being urged to choose water over sugared drinks and to make fruits and vegetables half of a meal. But whatever they eat, Americans are being urged to follow new advice from the government: eat less.
Lynn Goldman, dean of public health at George Washington University, praised the dietary guidelines released last week.
LYNN GOLDMAN: "This is a call to go back to older ways of eating, to eating whole foods, whole grains, fruits and vegetables, more healthy foods. And hopefully these guidelines will be noticed worldwide and people will take steps to both increase their physical activity and to eat healthier."
And that’s the VOA Special English Health Report, written by Caty Weaver. I’m Steve Ember.

Answers:

A..
T   F   F   F   T

B. 

B   D
C.

1． Percentage
2． heart attacks
3． nineteen eighty
4． Treatment
5． Decrease
6． Guidelines
7． reduce

8． Urged

9． Released

10． go back to older ways of eating, to eating whole foods, whole grains, fruits and vegetables
Week 11
11. W: Look at the mess! And the guests will be here soon!

　　M: Take it easy. I’ll make sure the house is spotless. 

　　Q: What does the man mean? 选[A]。

12. M: Is the next game going to be held at our stadium or theirs?

　　W: Do you really think it will make much of a difference with a losing record like ours?

Q: What does the woman imply?  选[C]。
13. M: Mum, I got a part-time job at the supermarket. Three hours a day weekday and all day Saturday.

　　W: Congratulations！But are you sure you can handle it? What about homework?

　　Q: What’s the woman worried about?  选[B]。

14. W: You see, there are too many people here. Let’s go to some other places.

　　M: All right. But cold weather in December cannot keep people away from the busy shops.

　　Q: What does the man mean?  选[B]。

15. W: Your exam is over, isn’t it? Why aren’t you cheerful?

　　M: Oh, I don’t know. It isn’t that the questions were too hard, but I always feel uneasy when the exam doesn’t seem to have much to do with the book.

　　Q: What was the man’s opinion of the exam?  选[B]。

16. W: What do you think of the movie?

　　M: It was worth neither the time nor the money.

　　Q: What does the man mean?  选[B]。
17. M: Good afternoon. I’m Mr. Jackson. I answered your ad for an experienced advertising executive. 　

　　W: Oh, yes, Mr. Jackson. Won’t you have a seat? The manager will see you shortly. 

　　Q: What do we learn about Mr. Jackson?  选[D]。

18. M: Excuse me, would you please tell me when the next flight to Los Angeles is?

　　W: Sure. The next direct flight to Los Angeles is two hours from now, but if you do not mind transferring at San Francisco you can board now.

　　Q: What can we learn from the conversation? 选[D]。

Conversation One

　　W: Can I help you?

　　M: Yes, I’m looking for a book on the presidential election system in the United States.

　　W: Well, all of our textbooks are arranged by subject and course number in the back of the store. Is this a required text for one of the University’s political science courses?

　　M: No, it isn’t. I’ve already looked through all the political science books in the back, but the ones I saw only had a few pages, at most, on the topic.

　　W: How about the paperback section? There may be something there.

　　M: Okay.

　　W: Or better yet, you should try looking in Books in Print.

　　M: I’ve never heard of that. What is it?

　　W: It’s an index that lists all of the books currently available from publishers. If you have a specific book in mind, you can look under the author’s last name.

　　M: But I don’t.

　　W: Then look directly under your subject, presidential elections.

　　M: What happens if I find a book I want?

　　W: Well, if it’s not in stock, we can order it for you.
Questions 19 to 21 are based on the conversation you have just heard.

19. What is the man looking for?  选[B]。
20. Where does the woman first direct the man to?  选[C]。

21. What kinds of books are listed in Books in Print?  选[C]。

Conversation Two

　　W: Didn’t you write a paper about Albert Kahn last semester?

　　M: Yes, for my history of architecture class. 

　　W: Oh, I am taking it now and I have to do some research on industrial architecture. I need to read up on Kahn’s factories. So I would like to see what you wrote about them.

　　M: I don’t think my paper will help; I focus on his classical design like Clements library and office buildings, but you are interested in the modern building he is famous for. 

　　W: Yes he is best known for his factory, especially the auto plants in Detroit. He made a breakthrough in industrial design. You know before his time, factories were so cramped and inefficient but his factory provide enough light and air and open space. So the cars could be assembled in one huge plant. 

　　M: I remember reading that previously, factories had wooden frames and the heavy machinery made the buildings vibrate and there were fire hazards too. But when Kahn started to design auto plants around the turn of the century, reinforced concrete had just been invented. Talk about the breakthrough, not only were the buildings sturdy and fireproof but they were cheap to put up too!

　　W: You seem to know a lot of about his industrial career.

　　M: Actually even though I wrote about his other works, I did a lot of background reading. Let me see if I can dig up that paper for you. There were some books of articles included in my bibliography that you might want to look up at the library.
Questions 22 to 25 are based on the conversation you have just heard.

22. Why are the students discussing Albert Kahn?  选[D]。　　
23. In which is Albert Kahn best known for?  选[B]。
24. To what industry did Albert Kahn make a major contribution?  选[D]。
25. According to the talk, what was one problem with factories before Kahn’s time?　选[A]。
Passage One

Children in the United States are exposed to many influences other than that of their families. Television is the most significant of these influences, because the habit of watching television usually begins before children start attending school. And, by the time that the average child finishes high school, he or she will have spent 18,000 hours in front of a television set as opposed to 12,000 hours in a classroom.

Parents are concerned about these figures. They are also concerned about the lack of quality in television programs for children. The degree of violence in many of these shows also worries them.

Even if it is unreal — a cartoon cat beating up a cartoon mouse with a baseball bat — this violence may have a negative effect on the young minds exposed to it. Studies indicate that, when children are exposed to violence, they may become aggressive or insecure.

Parents are also concerned about the commercials that their children see on television. Many parents would like to see fewer commercials during programs for children. And some parents feel that these shows should not have commercials at all because young minds are not mature enough to deal with the claims made by advertisers.

Educational television has no commercials and has programs for children that many parents approve of. The most famous of these is “Sesame Street”, which tries to give preschool children a head start in learning the alphabet and numbers. It also tries to teach children useful things about the world in which they live.

Even though most parents and educators give “Sesame Street” and shows like it high marks for quality, some critics argue that all television, whether educational or not, is harmful to children. These critics feel that the habit of watching hours of television a day turns children into bored and passive consumers of their world rather than encouraging them to become active explorers of it.

Questions 26 to 28 are based on the passage you have just heard.

26. What is the main idea of the passage?  选[C]。

27. According to the passage, what do you think “Sesame Street” is?  选[B]。

28. What will be the consequence if a child forms a habit of watching hours of television every day?  选[A]。
Passage Two

Crime has its own cycles, a magazine reported some years ago. Police records show a surprising relation between changes in the season and crime patterns.　　

The pattern of crime has changed very little over a long period of years. Murder reaches its high during July and August, as do other violent attacks. Murder, in addition, is more than seasonal; it is a weekend crime. It is also a nighttime crime: 62 percent of murders are committed between 6 p.m. and 6 a.m. One is most likely to be robbed between 6 p.m. and 2 a.m. on a Saturday night in December, January, or February. Except for one strange statistic, May is the least criminal month of all. 　　

Apparently our intellectual season cycles are completely different from our criminal patterns. Professor Huntington made a lot of studies to discover the seasons when people read serious books, attend scientific meetings, and make the highest scores on examinations. In all examples, he found a spring peak and an autumn peak separated by a summer low. On the other hand, Professor Huntington’s studies showed that June is the peak month for suicides and for admitting patients to mental hospital. June is also a peak month for marriages!　　

Possibly, high temperature and humidity bring on our strange and surprising summer actions, but police officers are not so sure. “There is, of course, no proof of a relation between humidity and murder”, they say. “Why murder’s high time should come in the summer time we really don’t know”.

Questions 29 to 31 are based on the passage you have just heard.

29. What is the passage mainly about?  选[D]。
30. Which is the safest season?   选[B]。

31. What did Professor Huntington’s research show?  选[C]。
Passage Three

Despite the presence of workaholics, there is a growing realization in the United States that too much work demand can be physically and mentally harmful. Many people have been rebelling against the work ethic, saying that no job is so important as to damage personal relationships and rob people of relaxation. There has been a shift in values, with more emphasis being given to personal relationships and relaxation. Leisure time provides opportunities to find personal satisfaction and freedom from the routine of work.

Increased leisure time in the United States has not altered the idea that work and play are distinct activities. This distinction is clear-cut; there are “work-hours” and “after-work-hours”. There is a belief that it is desirable “to work hard and play hard” and undesirable to combine the two. In many offices, stores, and factories socializing among employees is discouraged. An employee under pressure at work often cannot afford to respond to social calls and visits. However, the amount of personal contact on the job depends on the nature of the work. There may be more social interaction between teachers in a school than between scientists doing independent research. Nevertheless, work and play are usually perceived and maintained as separate activities.

Questions 32 to 35 are based on the passage you have just heard.

32. What is the result of too much work demand?  选[C]。

33. In order to rebel against the work ethic, what do many people believe now?

　　选[B]。

34. What do people expect an employee under pressure at work to do?  选[B]。　　35. What does the speaker imply by saying “the distinction is clear-cut”?   选[A]。

36. claim　　  37. produce    　　38.complaint     　　39. assuming
40.person　　41. acceptable        42. firmly      　　 43.question

44. the consumer will succeed best by presenting specific information as to what is wrong, rather than by making general statements

45. the consumer should do this, stating the complaint as politely and as firmly as possible

46. She or he can threaten to take the seller to court or report the seller to a private or public organization responsible for protecting consumers’ rights

Week 12
Ace in the Hole
Now, WORDS AND THEIR STORIES, a program in Special English by the Voice of America.
It is surprising how many expressions that Americans use every day came from the card game of poker. For example, you hear the expression, ace in the hole, used by many people who would never think of going near a poker table. An ace in the hole is any argument, plan or thing kept hidden until needed. It is used especially when it can turn failure into success.
In poker and most card games, the ace is the highest and most valuable card. It is often a winning card. In one kind of poker game, the first card to each player is given face down. A player does not show this card to the other players. The other cards are dealt face up. The players bet money each time they receive another card.
No one knows until the end of the game whose hidden card is the winner. Often, the ace in the hole wins the game.
Smart card players, especially those who play for large amounts of money, closely watch the person who deals the cards. They are watching to make sure he is dealing honestly. They want to be sure that he is not dealing off the bottom of the stack of cards. A dealer who is doing that has stacked the deck. He has fixed the cards so that he will get higher cards. He will win and you will lose.
The expression, dealing off the bottom, now means cheating in business, as well as in cards. And when someone tells you that the cards are stacked against you, he is saying you do not have a chance to succeed.
In a poker game you do not want to let your opponents know if your cards are good or bad. So having a poker face is important. A poker face never shows any emotion, never expresses either good or bad feelings. No one can learn – by looking at your face – if your cards are good or bad.
People now use poker face in everyday speech to describe someone who shows no emotion.
Someone who has a poker face usually is good at bluffing. Bluffing is trying to trick a person into believing something about you that is not true.
In poker, you bluff when you bet heavily on a poor hand. The idea is to make the other players believe you have strong cards and are sure to win. If they believe you, they are likely to drop out of the game. This means you win the money they have bet.
You can do a better job of bluffing if you hold your cards close to your vest. You hold your cards close to you so no one can see what you have. In everyday speech, holding your cards close to your vest means not letting others know what you are doing or thinking. You are keeping your plans secret.
We are not bluffing when we say we hope you have enjoyed today’s program.
(MUSIC)
This Special English program WORDS AND THEIR STORIES was written by Marilyn Rice Christiano. This is Bob Doughty.
Answers:

A. 

T   F   T   T   F

B.

(1)  An ace in the hole is any argument, plan or thing kept hidden until needed. It is used especially when it can turn failure into success.
(2)  Bluffing is trying to trick a person into believing something about you that is not true.

C.

(1) valuable 
(2) face down 

(3) The players bet money each time they receive another card
(4) the ace in the hole wins the game
(5) deals the cards 

(6) dealing off
(7) fixed the cards
Unit 13

Jakarta Holds Southeast Asian English Olympics
This is the VOA Special English Education Report.
The Southeast Asian English Olympics begin Monday in Jakarta. High school and university students will compete to demonstrate their English skills at the Anggrek campus of Binus University.
The Bina Nusantara English Club at the university started the English Olympics in two thousand five. The yearly competition was formerly known as the Nationwide English Olympics.
This year the club invited other Southeast Asian schools to send "ambassadors" to join students from Indonesia. The organizers hope to have four hundred or more students take part.
There are six areas of competition. One is based on Scrabble, the board game where players try to form words from letters with different point values. Other areas include speech, storytelling and newscasting. Students will be judged on their ability to present the news.
Yohanes Napis is the twenty-year-old chief executive officer of next week's Olympics. He says the biggest event is the debate competition, which will include international judges. He says the competition will use the British parliamentary system but debaters can use either British or American English. 

Organizers of the Southeast Asian English Olympics are getting support from the American Embassy in Jakarta and VOA. The finals will take place Saturday, February nineteenth, in a new high-tech American cultural center called At America. It opened in December in the Pacific Place Mall in Jakarta.
There are also plans for one hundred Indonesian high school students to come to the At America center next Friday. They will choose their favorite entry in the sixth area of competition, short movie making. But adult judges will choose the winners of the gold, silver and bronze medals.
Yohanes Napis says the Southeast Asian English Olympics might expand next year into the Asian English Olympics.
YOHANES NAPIS: "Two months ago we already have participants from Bangladesh, but unfortunately we cannot accept them because this is actually the Southeast Asian English Olympics. We already have participants as well from China, who already asked if they are eligible to join this Olympics. But unfortunately we have to refuse them, and also from Bangladesh as well. So I think we have a good chance to actually expand the scale into Asian for next year."
And that's the VOA Special English Education Report, written by June Simms. If you're going to the English Olympics in Jakarta next week, we would love to have you send reports. You can post comments at voaspecialenglish.com or on Facebook at VOA Learning English, where you can also upload pictures and videos. I'm Steve Ember.

Answers:

A.

F   F   T   F   F

B.

B   C

C.

(1) demonstrate
(2) started the English Olympics in two thousand five
(3) the Nationwide English Olympics
(4) ambassadors
(5) four hundred or more students 
(6) Other areas include speech, storytelling and newscasting
(7) present the news

Week 14
Fish Farms May Soon Supply More Than Half the World's Catch

This is the VOA Special English Agriculture Report.
Traditional fisheries may no longer be the world’s most important provider of fish. A new United Nations report shows that fish farming or aquaculture may soon lead fish production.
The Food and Agriculture Organization says aquaculture is growing by a rate of 6.6 percent a year.
Aquaculture now produces forty-six percent of the world’s supply of fish. That represents a forty-three percent increase from two thousand six. The report also said aquaculture earned more money in two thousand eight than traditional fisheries.
The FAO headquarters in Rome published the document, "State of the World’s Fisheries and Aquaculture."
In aquaculture, fish are raised in tanks or small bodies of water called ponds. They also are raised in cages or nets in oceans, lakes and rivers.

The report says increased aquaculture has helped people around the world eat record amounts of fish. The FAO says each person ate an average of almost seventeen kilograms of fish last year.
But the FAO says the current yearly wild-fish harvest of ninety million tons shows no improvement. Decreasing numbers of fish and stronger catch limits have reduced the possibilities for catching wild fish.
The FAO report says about thirty-two percent of world supplies are overfished, depleted or recovering. It said these supplies of fish need to be urgently rebuilt.
Some scientists have criticized aquaculture. They say the nets and cages permit fish diseases and pests to spread.
Some aquaculture critics doubt that aquaculture can keep growing at the current rate. But Wally Stevens of the trade group Global Aquaculture Alliance says the industry must continue developing to feed growing populations.
Mr. Stevens says a one hundred percent increase in fish farming over ten years is necessary to keep providing for people at the current level. He notes that aquaculture creates jobs and wealth, especially for people in coastal areas of China.
The FAO reports that China remains the world’s largest fish-producing nation. China produces more than sixty percent of the world’s farmed fish.
And that’s the VOA Special English Agriculture Report, written by Jerilyn Watson. Our programs are online with transcripts and MP3 files at voaspecialenglish.com. You can also find us on Facebook and Twitter at VOA Learning English. I’m Bob Doughty.

Answers:

A.

F   T   T   F   F

B.

D   C

C.

(1) criticized
(2) fish diseases and pests to spread
(3) at the current rate
(4) the industry must continue developing to feed growing populations
(5) aquaculture creates jobs and wealth
(6) China remains the world’s largest fish-producing nation
Week 15

Education Report—Mentors Try to Improve Lives of Homeless Children

This is the VOA Special English Education Report.

A mentor is someone who teaches or advises a younger person with less experience. January is National Mentoring Month in the United States. This is a time for calling attention to the value of mentoring.
Some mentoring programs connect adults with children who need guidance. Researchers say mentoring can reduce drug and alcohol use and violence among young people.
In Southern California, a nonprofit group called School on Wheels has volunteers who tutor children from homeless families. Experts estimate that one in every fifty children in the country is homeless at some time during the year.
They might live in shelters or weekly hotels or abandoned buildings or even on the streets. Anywhere except a permanent home.
Sinead Chilton is marketing consultant for School on Wheels. She says she was surprised to learn the extent of the problem when she moved to the United States from London. 

SINEAD CHILTON: "When I first moved here ten years ago and I heard about School on Wheels, I didn't even consider the fact that there were homeless children in America. And then when I realized that there were 1.6 million homeless children in America, it just floored me."
Ms. Chilton has worked with School on Wheels for more than six years. She says still she remembers the first student she tutored. She met with her every week at a local church. The church provided shelter for people on winter nights. The girl slept on the floor.
SINEAD CHILTON: "It just struck me as just so devastating and just how can you focus on school and how can you even think about homework when those are the circumstances that you're living in."
A retired teacher named Agnes Stevens started School on Wheels eight years ago. She wanted to help homeless children stay in school. The group now has more than one thousand volunteers.
Each year they tutor as many as two thousand students. The group also provides services to other children, including backpacks and school supplies.
Sinead Chilton says School on Wheels also helps parents to put their children in school and advises parents about the education system.
SINEAD CHILTON: "A lot of time homeless children's families are in chaos and homework is the last thing that parents want to be worrying about."
The Harvard School of Public Health and the National Mentoring Project launched National Mentoring Month in two thousand two. Ms. Chilton says she hopes more people will volunteer to help children.
SINEAD CHILTON: "I think it's so important for people that want to make a difference in their community to look at where the needs are. And the most vulnerable members of our community are homeless children."
And that's the VOA Special English Education Report, written by June Simms. Have you ever been a mentor or had a mentor? Write about your experience at voaspecialenglish.com or on Facebook and Twitter at VOA Learning English. I'm Steve Ember. 

Answers:

A------CDA. 

B------TFFFT.

C------1. connect   2.guidance         3. alcohol    4. violence    5. nonprofit

6. volunteers  7.one in every fifty    8.shelters    9. abandoned  10. except

Week 16

Agriculture Report - New Law in US Aims to Increase Food Safety
This is the VOA Special English Agriculture Report. 

The United States is making the first major changes in its food safety rules since the nineteen thirties. A new law called the Food Safety Modernization Act will govern all foods except meat, poultry and some egg products.
It calls for increased government inspections of food processors. And it lets the Food and Drug Administration order the recall of unsafe foods. That agency has only been able to negotiate with manufacturers to remove products from the market.
The new law also increases requirements for imported foods.
But the law excludes small farmers and processors from the same rules as large producers. And it does not require sellers at farmers markets and food stands to meet the highest requirements. That pleases Susan Prolman, director of the National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition.
SUSAN PROLMAN: "A one-size-fits-all approach would have put small farmers and ranchers out of business or prevented them from providing locally produced, healthy fresh food to consumers who want it."
The Consumer Federation of America says it is generally pleased with the new law. So is much of the food industry.
But Republican Representative Jack Kingston of Georgia questioned whether enough people get sick from food to justify the spending. The legislation could cost the government almost one and a half billion dollars over five years. That includes the cost of more inspectors.
Last month, federal officials lowered their estimates of how many Americans each year get sick from food. The new estimates are forty-eight million, or one in six people. One hundred twenty-eight thousand are hospitalized. And three thousand die.
The old estimates included seventy-six million illnesses and five thousand deaths. Experts at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention made their last estimates in nineteen ninety-nine. Officials say the difference is largely the result of improvements in data and research methods.
They say the two estimates cannot be compared to measure trends. Yet one thing has not changed.
About eighty percents of illnesses spread by food are still listed as having been caused by "unspecified agents." In other words, no one really knows which bacteria, viruses or other organisms were responsible.
But in cases with a known cause the experts say salmonella is responsible for more than one-third of hospitalizations. And it causes more than one-fourth of deaths.
The findings appear in the journal Emerging Infectious Diseases.
And that’s the VOA Special English Agriculture Report, written by Jerilyn Watson and Steve Baragona. I’m Jim Tedder. 

Answers　
A.1. C     2. C    3.B

B. 1. It will govern all foods except meat, poultry and some egg products.
2. Republican Representative Jack Kingston of Georgia questioned whether enough people get sick from food to justify the spending.
3. Officials say the difference is largely the result of improvements in data and research methods.

C. 1.increased     2. unsafe     3. negotiate      4.remove     5.requirements

   6.excludes     7.pleases     8. approach      9.prevented   10.consumers

Week 17
Education Report - Lessons From Shanghai's Top Scores on International Test
This is the VOA Special English Education Report.
The Program for International Student Assessment, or PISA, is a two-hour test that compares the performance of fifteen-year-olds. In the latest test, the countries with the best readers were South Korea and Finland. But students in Shanghai, China, scored the highest of all in reading, mathematics and science.
The next strongest results were in Hong Kong, Singapore, Canada, New Zealand and Japan.
In all, around half a million students in more than seventy economies took the test last year. The test has been given every three years since two thousand. Last year was the first time Shanghai took part.
The Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development just released the results. Andreas Schleicher is director of the Education Indicators and Analysis Division at the OECD.
ANDREAS SCHLEICHER: "Asian countries value education more than other countries. They have given education a priority. Every child, every teacher, every parent knows that education is the gateway to success."
Mr. Schleicher says other education systems can learn from Shanghai. For example, he says education spending in the province has increased, including teacher pay and training. And administrators are putting teachers into challenging classroom situations to make them better at their jobs.
ANDREAS SCHLEICHER: "They are pairing great with poorer schools in a way that is very systematic and very much focused on improving results." In the PISA scoring system, Shanghai scored six hundred in math. By comparison, the United States scored four hundred eighty-seven.
Shanghai's reading average was five hundred fifty-six. American fifteen-year-olds scored five hundred, the same as in Iceland and Poland.
In science, Finland was second behind Shanghai. The United States was twenty-third.
Education Secretary Arne Duncan says the results show an urgent need for Americans to do more to remain competitive in the world economy. He points out that the United States has fallen from first to ninth place in college graduation rates because of gains by other countries.
Mr. Schleicher says international testing experts have investigated and confirmed the Shanghai scores. He says the PISA results are not representative of all of China. But he also says they dispute the common belief that Chinese education is centered on repetition and memorization.
Twenty-five percent of the Shanghai students showed advanced thinking skills to solve difficult math problems. The OECD average was three percent.
And that's the VOA Special English Education Report, by Lawan Davis and Ira Mellman. For a link to the results, go to voaspecialenglish.com. I'm Steve Ember
Answers:

A.--------FFFTT

B----------BCD

C---------1. second   2. results      3. competitive      4. points    5. ninth

   6. international   7. confirmed   8. representative   9. dispute    10 centered

Week 18
Economics Report - Brighter Time for Stores This Season
This is the VOA Special English Economics Report.
The season for buying Christmas gifts is the busiest time for most stores and online retailers in the United States. Final numbers for the holiday season including after-Christmas sales will not be known for a while. But a report this week on retail sales in November suggested that economic growth may be gaining speed.
The Commerce Department said sales increased for the fifth month in a row. They grew by eight-tenths of one percent over October.
But Tuesday's report came the same day the central bank said the economy is not growing fast enough to reduce unemployment.
So, policy makers at the Federal Reserve voted to continue a program of buying government bonds. That program, launched in November, could inject six hundred billion dollars into the economy.
The aim is to increase economic growth by lowering long-term interest rates. That would reduce borrowing costs for businesses and individuals.
But long-term rates have risen since the Fed launched its latest program of so-called quantitative easing, known as "QE2."
The rates are up in part because investors are concerned about government policies. But experts say investors may also be more hopeful about the economy and looking for investments with higher returns than Treasury securities.
One way to get a sense of how Americans feel about the economy is through retail sales. Consumer demand drives about seventy percent of the nation's economic activity.
The National Retail Federation says its members employ twenty-five million people in the retail and services industry. Those businesses reported almost two and a half trillion dollars in sales last year.
Terry Lundgren is chief executive of Macy's, the company that owns Macy’s and Bloomingdales department stores.
TERRY LUNDGREN: "Retail and restaurants represent one in five jobs in America. So if we do well, we grow, then we’re going to be the ones that will start to lead us into a recovery and out of the difficulty that we've had in terms of job hiring, unemployment and all of those challenging issues that relate to that."
The kinds of stores where sales are up also say something about the economy. Stores with the lowest prices do well in hard economic times. But the retail federation said at the end of November that discounters had fewer shoppers this year. Stores that sell jewelry and other higher-priced items have seen sales grow.
Another change: Americans are less willing to buy on credit. Over forty percent of holiday shoppers said they planned to mainly use debit cards instead of credit cards. Instead of borrowing money, debit cards take money directly from a bank account.
And that's the VOA Special English Economics Report, written by Mario Ritter and Mil Arcega. I’m Steve Ember. 

　
Answers:

A-------TTFFT

B-------BC

C-------1.executive    2. represent   3.recovery   4.difficulty   5.unemployment 

   6.challenging     7.relate       8.economy   9.lowest     10. items

